
A short introduction because my topic this month is a little different. I really 
like to talk about Jesus, especially how and where we encounter Him and how 
He uses you and me to reach and impact one another. In this piece, in response 
to the many questions I get about how the ministry does what it does, we’re 
going to talk about Better Life’s Nuts and Bolts. The questions I received 
are valid and important! You are partners in this ministry, and knowing what 
you’re supporting is critical! So today I’m going to take you on a short journey 
through the more technical side of the Better Life ministry, hopefully in a way 
that won’t put you to sleep. If you find this valuable or still have questions, 
please let me know! I’d like to do this at least a few times a year, perhaps 
even quarterly, since things move forward quickly in the broadcast world!

First, a brief and incomplete history of Better Life Television which began back 
in 1990 with a dream culminating with a single tower located in Rogue River, 
Oregon. The idea was simple, though not easy to implement: to receive the 
3ABN signal via satellite and share it “Over the Air” (OTA) into our community. 
Why? Because Satellite TV is expensive. Providing our entire community a way 
to tune into 3ABN for free via an inexpensive TV antenna and to be blessed by 
the programming. As is often the case when working for God, things spiraled 
out of control quickly, in a very good way!

Now in 2023, Better Life Television operates fifteen stations in Oregon, 
Northern California, and Reno, Nevada. The ministry operates a management 
facility with its own production studio in Grants Pass, Oregon, on the campus 
of the Grants Pass Seventh-day Adventist Church, where we produce six 
programs with more in development. Better Life also has a strong and growing 
Internet presence, sending messages of Christ-centered hope well beyond our 
physical region.

Today I want to talk specifically about Better Life’s broadcast technologies, 
sharing a few examples of what your generosity and God’s grace have allowed 
us to accomplish over the last few years. This has been critical for the health 
of the ministry, as much of our equipment was reaching End of Life (EOL), and 
maintenance issues and costs were spiraling.
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“I will search 
for the lost and 
bring back the 

strays.”

Ezekiel 34:16a



C.S. Lewis once wrote, “No man knows how bad he is till he has tried very hard 
to be good.”

Do you know this to be true in your life? Sin has made its way into our lives and 
the lives of those around us and we can’t fix it. We can’t move through it like we 
should; we can’t think about it like we should, we feel hopeless and helpless and 
so often we simply give up and sit down in the middle of that mess.

I had an individual basically “call me out” because I had lost my patience and 
become upset with them. They knew my claim to being a Christian and they felt 
they knew how a Christian should act; maybe they were right. 

It’s hard knowing we live in the spotlight, but we do. What we know, and the 
world has yet to embrace is this, Christian’s fall. Christian’s fail. We miss the 
mark over and over again. But the difference is we ask for forgiveness, we get 
back up and we try again. It’s okay to keep trying.  

C.S. Lewis went on to say, “A silly idea is current that good people do not know 
what temptation means. This is an obvious lie. Only those who try to resist 
temptation know how strong it is. After all, you find out the strength of the 
German army by fighting against it, not by giving in. You find out the strength 
of the wind by trying to walk against it, not by lying down. A man who gives in 
to temptation after five minutes simply does not know what it would have been 
like an hour later. That is why bad people, in one sense, know very little about 
badness — they have lived a sheltered life by always giving in. We never find 
out the strength of the evil impulse inside us until we try to fight it: and Christ, 
because He was the only man who never yielded to temptation, is also the only 
man who knows to the full what temptation means — the only complete realist.”

That is beautiful!

1 Corinthians 10:13 tells us, “No temptation has overtaken you except what is 
common to mankind. And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond 
what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so 
that you can endure it.” 

“Temptation”, or a variation of the word, is used three times in that one text. 

The Greek for temptation and tempted can also mean testing and tested. But 
please take note of these three things in that verse:
	 1)    God is faithful.
	 2)    He will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able.
	 3)    He will always make a way that you may be able to endure it.

So, no matter how bad you struggle, and there are many, remember this: Jesus 
is right there with you. He loves you in ways you cannot begin to comprehend. 
Hang on to that promise and hang on to His hand and never take your eyes off of 
Him. -JS

Inspirational Musings
By Jeanette Stark
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Important June Dates

June 1 is National Say 
Something Nice Day. There’s 
a saying “People may not 
remember what you do, but 
they’ll certainly remember 
how you made them feel” 
This holiday is about lifting 
up your co-workers, family 
members, acquaintances, 
and even foes, with 
genuinely kind words.

June 5, National Veggie 
Burger Day, this fairly new 
holiday was first celebrated 
in 2017 to encourage 
everyone to eat a veggie 
burger.
Packed with flavor, protein, 
and nutrients, they show 
up at backyard barbecues, 
tailgate parties, and on 
the menus of high-class 
restaurants. Grill them, 
fry them, or bake them. 
Celebrate this flavorful 
day with your own custom 
creation.



Upward to the Son
by Marcia Mollenkopf - Reader Submission
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Dear Better Life TV,
I wish to express my sincere 
gratitude for the opportunity 
to listen to your programme 
“Women in the Word.”
I am a young woman and I 
find listening to other women 
talking about Christ very 
inspiring, seeing as I am new to 
the walk and currently lacking 
role models in the faith. This 
programme has provided me 
with a sense of  guidance I 
appreciate.
-via email 

Simple Truths Sabbath School 
presentations are done so well 
and it’s wonderful to learn 
from the panel. I watch about 
4 different presentations which 
really help teach the lessons.
-via email

Did you envision that when you 
donate to Better Life that you 
are actively partnering with us 
to share the Good News? When 
you make the donation you 
are mentoring a young woman 
who doesn’t have Christian 
role models. You are helping 
a Sabbath School teacher 
prepare to teach others with 
confidence. We thank you so 
much for helping us take the 
message of Jesus around the 
world so that the work can be 
completed and He can return 
to take us home.

A lonely eagle soars on the thermal currents,
In tune with nature, this majestic one.

But should he sense that he might be in danger
He turns into the wind, up toward the sun.

I cannot soar amid the sky like eagles,
But when I’m feeling troubled there is One

Who stills my heart and gives me calm assurance
As my prayers fly upward to the Son.

We recently held our yearly Donor Appreciation Dinner. It’s our way of 
thanking those who support Better Life with their time and resources. 
As part of the evening’s festivities, we invited people to write the 
name of someone they want to accept Jesus as their Savior. We ended 
up with approximately 75 turtles, and some had multiple names. 
Would you join us this year as we pray for each name on our prayer 
board? Let’s see God work and the Holy Spirit moves on the lives of 
these friends and family members. It is an honor to pray for others. 
Jesus is coming soon, but He delays so everyone will have a chance to 
know Him. 2 Peter 3:9

Emails, Letters & Phone Calls

Reaching the World

Turtle Prayers
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Continued from page 1
Redding California (K33HH-D): new transmitter 
Medford, Oregon: (K23EX-D): new transmitter and antenna
Cave Junction, Oregon (K16NK-D): new antenna
Grants Pass, Oregon (KBLN, K36NF-D): new transmitters and antennas (two of each)
Eugene, Oregon (KAMK-LD): new transmitter and antenna
Roseburg, Oregon (K14GG-D): new transmitter and antenna

That short list represents hundreds of thousands of dollars, and the upgrades and replacements are transformational in 
the ministry’s ability to broadcast effectively in each station’s community. But it doesn’t end there.

We also deployed new IP transmission technologies throughout our broadcast area. This investment of nearly $50,000 
increases system stability while standardizing our entire feed system, whereas previously, we used different systems each 
for OTA, cable, and satellite connections. And, very important to many of you, this allows us to return to DirecTV! 

On the studio side, we’ve upgraded our playout machines, which we use to program our channels, another investment of 
$50,000. Along with being able to retire/re-task the old EOL systems, our new standardized setup provides redundancy 
functionality, meaning we no longer suffer extended off-air periods when a system needs to be taken down for 
maintenance or suffers a failure.

Finally, we are nearing the completion of our new LED wall that represents an investment of over $100,000. This new 
technology completely transforms our recording studio, allowing for a level of creativity and customization unimaginable 
just a few years ago, opening the door to more varied types of programming not possible with dedicated sets. We can’t 
wait to use it!

All these projects and more are the results of your faithful partnership and support, both of which remain critical moving 
forward. We still have more towers to upgrade, and the FFC updated Emergency Broadcast (EAS) requirements represent 
another coming equipment investment of over $50,000 to be completed this year. We’re also looking to increase our 
investment in streaming and social media technologies, expanding our footprint ever further, and changing our production 
methods to better suit online viewer habits.

Friends, we don’t do technology for the sake of technology. Each project, each upgrade or replacement is in line with our 
mission and purpose: which is to grow the family of God by effectively sharing Jesus with people throughout our broadcast 
area; to provide the conduit, the pathway, to connect viewers to a support community of churches and believers where 
they will continue to grow closer to Jesus Christ. So thank you as we share the awesome news of Jesus Christ. Thank you 
for partnering with Better Life Television! -CO

Thanks for taking the time to read 
what’s on our mind, but we want to 
know what’s on yours? Do you have a 

miracle to share? Possibly a poem, photo 
or family recipe? Would you like to give 
someone a pat on the back or share an 
inspiring story? We cannot guarantee all 
submissions will be printed, but we’ll 

try. Our mailing address is: PO Box 766, 
Grants Pass, OR 97528, or email us at 

newsletter@betterlifetv.tv



In Honor

Barbara Herr	
	 Donald Herr, Husband

In Memoriam 

Keith & Joyce Babcock
	 Douglas & Linda Borg
Madison Jewell Baird
	 Floyd & Celeste	 Sweat, 	
	 grandparents 
Dave & Arlean Bechtel
	 Ron Bechtel, son
Robert Bee
	 Verne & Patty Hyland
Newton Beecher
	 Lolamay Smith
Gene & Gladys Burrill
	 Ron Bechtel
Kendall Christy
	 Ruth Christy, wife
Marta Davis
	 Ron Davis, husband
	 Richard & Carol Rogers
Don Derby
	 Mary Derby, wife 
Charles Dubay
	 Kenneth & Scharlotte 		
	 Dubay, parents
Ron Dubay
	 Kenneth & Scharlotte 		
	 Dubay, parents
Harry Elliot
	 Bernie Beck
Wanda Florea
	 Kimber Florea, daughter 
Elinor Grant
	 Edwin & Judy Whitlock
Lynn Hafer
	 Joan Hafer, wife
Marcella Harrom
	 Charleen Gerlic, daughter 
Anita Heisler
	 Bob Heisler, husband

Donations Made 
to Better Life

Magnolia Hilligoss
	 Arthur & Carol Frazier
Jim Hitchcock
	 Lois Bookout, wife
Jack Karp
	 Edwin & Judy Whitlock
Rita Bjelland Lathim		
	 Floyd & Celeste Sweat, 	
	 parents
Zola Lewis
	 Edwin & Judy Whitlock
Henry Martin
	 Robin Martin, wife
Jim McHan
	 Donald Erb
Sharon Miller
	 Edwin & Judy Whitlock
Brian Myers
	 Janet Wilson, mother
Olen Nations
	 Mary Nations, wife
Don Oltman
	 Jeanne Oltman, wife
Cindy Rittoca
	 Marianne Varney
Ruth Rudman 
	 Nellie Sabes
Don Schlarb
	 Edwin & Judy Whitlock
Barbara Shelton-Hyland
	 Bernie Beck
Kenneth Smith
	 LolaMay Smith, wife
Art Spenst
	 Charlene Spenst, wife
Edgar (Ed) Thompson
	 Vida Thompson, wife
	 David Tompson, son
Oral & Pearl Tucker
	 Ron Bechtel
Bob Varney
	 Marianne Varney, wife
Delmer Wagner
	 Melvin & Alma Johnson
Ken Ward
	 Donald Erb

Dustin Weidman
	 Kimber Florea, mother
Vern & Virginia Wells
	 Pam & Steve King, 		
	 daughter
Hans Calvin Wiggers
	 Robin Martin, 			 
	 grandmother

If you wish to make a donation 

in honor of, or in memory of an 

CITY		  CABLE	 ANTENNA

Ashland, OR ...............K25IM-D.........22.................30

Bandon, OR ...............KAMK-LD........21.................. •

Brookings, OR.............K48GO-D........22.................30

Canyonville, OR ..........KAMK-LD........21.................. • 

Cave Junction, OR .......K16NK-D......... •..................30

Coos Bay, OR ..............K44FH-D.........21.................44

Corvallis, OR ..............KAMK-LD........12.................. •

Crescent City, CA ........K25NO-D........21.................25

Eugene, OR ...............KAMK-LD........12.................36

Gasquet, CA ..............K25NO-D........ •..................25

Gold Beach, OR ..........KBLN-TV.........22.................. •

Grants Pass, OR ..........KBLN-TV.........22.................30

Klamath Falls, OR ........K31NH-D.........22.................31

Medford, OR ..............K23EX-D.........22.................30

Merlin, OR .................K33GJ-D.........22.................30

Mt. Shasta, CA ............KBLN-TV.........13.................. •

Portland, OR...............KEVE-LD......... •..................31

Port Orford, OR ..........KBLN-TV.........22.................. •

Redding, CA ...............K33HH........... •..................33

Reedsport, OR ............KAMK-LD........21.................. •

Reno, NV ..................KNRC-LD......... •..................14

Rogue River, OR ..........K17EZ-D..........22.................30

Roseburg, OR .............KTVC.............21.................36

Springfield, OR ...........KAMK-LD........12.................36

Yreka, CA ..................K49IG-D.........13.................30

CHANNEL GUIDE
Dish Network & DirecTV
Ch. 30
Curry,  Jackson, Josephine, Klamath, Lake & Siskiyou Co.’s

Ch. 36
Benton, Coos, Douglas & Lane Counties

ALSO watch via the internet using free apps 
for Roku, iOS and Apple TV

individual please call our office 

during regular business hours, 

or mail your donation to:

	 Better Life

	 PO Box 766

	 Grants Pass, OR 97528

Phone: (541) 474-3089

Note: It may take up to 2 

months fo names to appear in 

the newsletter.
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